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Proposal would out
teacher-student sex
Bill prompted by
W Kentucky case
By Roger Alford
Associated Press

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Reac-
ringto a case in his hometown
of a high school teacher ac
cused of having sex with a stu
dent, Rep.J.R. Gray of Benton
has become the latest state leg
islator to propose changing a
law governing the age of con
sent

Graywas disturbed to leam
thattestersbreaknocriminal
laws by having sex with stu
dents, as long as the student is
at least16yearsold and a will
ing participant

'*My first reaction was dis
belief," Gray said. "It's an in
dictment on Kentucky. It's an
indictment on the whole coun-
trjt"

Gray, a Democrat, said he
plans to file a bill as soon as
nesEt week that would make it
illegalfor a teacher or anyone
else in a position of special
trttft to have consensual sex
with someone younger thanlS.

In the Benton case, Mar-
shidlCountyHighSchoolband
teacher Michael Colvett was
accused of having sex with a
teenage student. Unable to
press felony charges ag^st
him,prosecutorsfileda misde
meanor count of unlawful
transactionwitha minor for al-
leg^y encouraging the girl to
disobey her parents.

Kentucky State Police De
tect^ Dean Patterson said in
an aMdavit that Colvett con
tinued to exchange e-mail and
text messages with the girl,
^o claimed "at least one sex
ualencounter" with Colvett af
ter her parents told him to stay
av^.

Colvett, "wiio is on adminis-
trd^ leave pending the out-
co^ of tile case,pleaded not

guilty to the charge recently.
Colvett, through his attorney,
Mark Bryant of Paducah, de
clined to comment on the case
or the legislation.

Sexu^ misconduct allega
tions led states across the
country to take action against
the teaching licenses of 2,570
educators from 2001 throug^i
2005.Those were the findings
of a seven-month Associated
Press investigation,the results
of which were published re
cently. Young people were the
victims in at least 1,801 of the
cases, and more than 80 per
cent ofthose were students.

There are about 3 million
publicschool teachersnation
wide.

In Kentucky, officials han
dled nearly 100 instances of
teacher sexual misconduct
over the five-year period the
APreviewed, ranging ftom mi
norviolations like using sexual
language to more serious,
criminal acts such as inappro
priatetouchingandevensodo
my and rape.

Graysaid the legislationhe
isproposingwouldaUowpros
ecutors to charge teachers
with statutory rape ifthey have
consensual sex with 16- or
17-year-old students.

'Hiere's just been a rash of
these cases across the nation,"
he said. "That, coupled with
the AP stories and the case in
volving the band director,
made me realize something
had to be done."

Several states have enacted
similar measures over the past
six years, including Indiana,
Alaska, Connecticut, Kansas,
Louisiana, Michigan, Nevada,
Oldahoma, Texas and Wash
ington. Lawmakers in New
York and South Carolim are
consideringfollowing suit

The Education Coimnis-
sionofthe States said Ohio and
Maine have had laws crimina
lizingsuch conduct since the
mid-1990s.
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